INTERPRETING YOUR WEST VIRGINIA

CAR ACCIDENT POLICE REPORT

LOCATION AND TIME

d where your
accident happened in West
Virginia can be foind on the
top of the first page. This
information might seem
straightforward, but its
important to make sure the
exact date, time and location
of your accident is accurats
Gtherwise, an insurance
company could challenge your
accident claim based on
inacourate information.

WHERE AND TYPE
OF ACCIDENT

Listed as “relation to junction”
and *manner of collision,” this
part of the accident report
states where your acident
happened and what type of
motor vehicle accident you
were involved in. Relation to
Junction simply refers to
whether your crash happened
at or near an intersection.
Manner of collision can include
rear-end, head-on and other
types of crashes. Carefully.
review this information. IF you

straight.

CAUSE OF CRASH
Weather (sleet, snow, rain,
ete.) and road conditions
=
tc.) often play a role in the
cause of a motor vehicle

ol
plosion” or a vehicle

“jackknife” You know what

happened. Make

{otormation o toe pact o e

report is correct.

|

&
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ROAD CONDITIONS

The condition of the road

where your aceident took
ay have beea a

holes,
bumps” in the road or an

“obstruction in roadway,” this
information should be noted
on this part of your accident
report.

NARRATIVE
One of the most important
parts of your

i it s

description of what happened.

Tnsurance companies carcfully.
.

IF you disagree with the police
officer’s description, it’s
important that you provide
your own narrative of what
happened. A lawyer can help
you do this important wor

CRASH DIAGRAM

can be found he:

vehicles are positioned in the
a

decisions — including whether
10 approve o deny an
accident claim — based on the
crash diagram. 1f you
disagree with the diagram;
woice your concerns. Talk to
an attorney. They can assist
You and be your voice with
insurance companies and law
enforcement officials.
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VEHICLE INFORMATION

The names of the owners of

ur crash — along with the
‘make and model information

vehicles — indluding
‘commercial trucks and buses
— should be listed here as
well,

VEHICLE DAMAGE AND

MANEUVERS

o e s

i i<

It e
e

E

ot wheths you o athes

e

ive action to
‘avoid a collision. Th
information can be found in
i section named “crash
avoidance maneuver:

CRASH EVENTS AND
DIAGRAMS

& crash event” as defined by.
this offical accident report

F different
e

i g it st
Each diagram applies to a
different type of vehicle,
including a single car,
motorcycle, bus,
tractor-trailer or car with
towing unit.
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DRIVER DATA

The driver's name, address,
phone number and driver’s
license rumber can be found
here. 1 the driver does not
have a valid driver's license,
the status of their licens
should be noted here, as well.
“This information might seem
strsightforward, but its
criical that everything is

accurate and up to date.

DRUG OR ALCOHOL USE
1 the driver who caused your
crash was under the influence
of alcohol or drugs, this
information should be
included on the report, If you
believe the driver was

intoxicated but it does not say.

50 on this part of the report,

make sure you voice your
concerns. The status of your

insurance claim or lawsuit
could be dramatically.
influenced depending on
whether insurance companies
and investigators know that
an impaired driver caused
your crash.

&
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Crash Record Number:
TRAFFIC VIOLATIONS
Many times, drivers
responsible for causing a
collsion are cited by police for
2 traffc violation. Violations

Reporting Agency’s Record Number:
Kaown or Suspected Viotation() by Drfvee:

Vehicle Number (from Vehicle Data Page) Page’ of
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other driver broke the law in Wit 284 Rus. Failre to Step After Accident
some way — make sure you Seriows Vietation Resoltig a Deat
Speak up. An attomey can be
your voice for justice. - s
Drivig Whte Latested Qebel
or Drugs

Drivivg Whik lmpaired

Exceeding Special Limit
Driving too Stowly

Citation(s) Iswed 10 Driver:

Charge
DRIVER STATEMENT

The investigating police officer

will often ask the drivers STATEMENTOE DRIV

i e
happened, Other times, they.

Viotatin of RR Grade Crovsing.

Failure to Obey Yield Sign
Failare (o Obey Teaffic Control Device

Lane Ussze

Driving While Liccase Supesded
or Revoked

Other Driver Liccase Restictions
i tions

Unsate or Probibited Lane Change
Teproper Useof Lane.

Certain Traffic to Use Right Lase
Lane Violations, Geaerally

- Wrenz &

Drivieg Wrong Way on One-W

Driviog on Left, Wrong Side of
Road, Generally

Temproper, Unsafe Passing

Pasing on Right (Drive Offof

Pavemsent to Pavy)

Pavsed:
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Other Moving Viehation

Cltation Number Warsiag

might simply write down what

the drivers said at the scene
of the accident. l’yau believe

vou said something

ent
than what ncude in the
“statement of driver” section,

speak up. Talk to an attorney

and tell them exactly what

happened. That way, your
lawyer can work with you to

make sure your voice is heard

Toud and clear.




PASSENGER DATA

Ifany passengers were in
‘your vehicle or anather one at
the time of your accident,
their personal information
(name, age, etc.) should be
included here. There's also
line for the investigating

police officer to note i the

tell the police or

tell your attorney. Your fawyer
in work with you to

facts right.
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STATEMENT

Many times, many people

involved in an accident want
an official statement

about exactly what happened.

This page provides people

opportunity to write down
exactly what happened. 1f you
want to make 2 formal
statement about your

accident, talk to an attorney.

A lawyer can advise you on
how to fill out this page based
on what happened to you.
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Crash Record Number:
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PEDESTRIANS, CYCLISTS State of West Virginia Uniform Traffic Crash Report oMt 17 am
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COMMERCIAL MOTOR
VEHICLES

Many accidents involve Iarge

ommercial vehicles, including

tractor-traile

B e

motor vetide was o
the crash. The contact
information for the company
the commercial driver works

e i b

éy. State of West Virginia Uniform Traffic Crash Report b hosiglions
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Crash Record Number: Vebiicle Number (from Vehicle Data Page) Pageof
Reporting Agency’s Record Number:

Commercial Cargo Body Type:
Not Applicable
Bas (Seats o 915, Inctading Driver)

Grala, Chips, Gravel

mﬁ"ﬁ
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- el
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Concrete Mixer
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CRASH DIAGRAM State of West Virginia Uniform Traffic Crash Report

Some investigating police Diagram

offcers use this page to draw

a large diagram of the Page o
accident. Carcfully review the

drawing for accuracy. Does N
145 raset ety i R Dra drsow Bening
the correct positions of the

vehicles involved in the crash?
Or does the diagram need to
be amended? You were there.

You kniow what happened.
Make sure the drawing is

correct. Talk to 2 lawyer and
learn more about your legal
options.




